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Use this sheet to help you with the Activity on page 21.

Add labels to explain each element of the cartoon. Remember the advice we gave you on Worksheet 1.3A. Start by labelling the features that
we have indicated, then move on to other features.

WORKSHEET 2.1A
Cartoon analysis: Views of the League

British cartoon from 1919.

1 What is the message of your cartoon? Make sure that you explain what details in the cartoon help to get this message across.
2 Is your cartoon optimistic or pessimistic about the League of Nations? Give reasons.
3 Compare your ideas with your partner’s, then write a paragraph comparing the two cartoons.
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Use this sheet to help you with the Activity on page 21.

Add labels to explain each element of the cartoon. Remember the advice we gave you on Worksheet 1.3A. Start by labelling the features that
we have indicated, then move on to other features.

WORKSHEET 2.1A (continued)

1 What is the message of your cartoon? Make sure that you explain what details in the cartoon help to get this message across.
2 Is your cartoon optimistic or pessimistic about the League of Nations? Give reasons.
3 Compare your ideas with your partner’s, then write a paragraph comparing the two cartoons.

Cartoon from the magazine Punch, March 1919. 
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Use this sheet to help you with question 4 of the Activity on page 21.

The same question is repeated on later pages. Each time:

1 Note the date and events affecting the League at that stage.
2 Decide what the mix is between success and failure.
3 Divide your pie chart accordingly. Use different colours for success and failure. Complete the key to show 

the meaning of your colours.
4 Use the space beside each chart to note reasons for your predictions. If you want to write more explanation, do so on the back of this sheet.

WORKSHEET 2.1B
The League: success or failure?

p. 21 prediction p. 23 prediction

p. 27 prediction p. 29 prediction

p. 31 prediction p. 33 prediction

p. 35 prediction p. 37 prediction

p. 39 prediction p. 42 prediction

Key

= success

= failure
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Use this sheet to help you with the Focus Task on page 27.

WORKSHEET 2.3
Were there weaknesses in the League’s
organisation?

Peace at last! The League
of Nations will keep large and

small  nations secure
I’m not sure. It might look impres-

sive but I think there are weaknesses
in the League

THE PESSIMIST

THE OPTIMIST

Membership of the League What the main bodies within the 
League can do

How each body will make decisions How the League will enforce its decisions

Choose either the optimist or the pessimist and explain, under the headings provided below, why your diplomat feels the way he does. For
example, the optimist feels confident about the League helping security. Why does the League’s membership make him feel that way?
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Use this sheet to help you to answer question 4 of the Focus Task on page 33.

Which of the following statements do you most agree with? Circle one of the numbers.

WORKSHEET 2.5
How successful was the League in the 1920s?

1 The League of Nations was a great force for 0   1   2   3   4   5
peace in the 1920s.

2 Events of the 1920s showed just how weak the 0   1   2   3   4   5
League really was.

3 The League’s successes in the 1920s were  0   1   2   3   4   5
small-scale, its failures had a higher profile.

Use this writing frame to explain your scores.

Paragraph 1: My view of statement 1 is … __________________________________________________________

I accept/reject this statement because … ___________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

Paragraph 2: My view of statement 2 is … __________________________________________________________

I accept/reject this statement because …____________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

Paragraph 3: My view of statement 3 is … __________________________________________________________

I accept/reject this statement because …____________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

Paragraph 4: Overall, I am most in agreement with statement  –––– because …

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

Disagree Agree
strongly strongly
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Use this sheet to help you with the Focus Task on page 35.

1 Draw lines to connect the following statements with the country where each one might have been said during the Depression.

2 Alongside each speech bubble explain why you think this statement might worry the League of Nations or make the League’s work more
difficult.

WORKSHEET 2.6
How did the Depression make the work of the
League harder?

JapanUSA

Germany

Italy

I have not worked
since last year.

I will vote for anyone who
can get the country back to

work.

We should ban all foreign
goods. That will protect the

jobs of our workers.
If we had our own empire we would

have the resources we need.
Economic depressions would not

damage us so much.

Reparations have
caused this mess.

We need tough leaders who will
not be pushed around by the

League of Nations or the USA.

The bank has closed. 
We’ve lost everything!
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WORKSHEET 2.8
Why did the League of Nations fail in the
1930s?

Failure of 
the League

Absent powers – key 
countries, particularly the USA, 

were not in the League.

Ineffective sanctions –
sanctions either weren’t used 

or didn’t work.

Lack of armed forces
– the League had no troops 

of its own.

Unfair treaty – the
League’s job was to enforce
treaties that some members

thought were unfair.

Reaching decisions too
slowly – the League 

took ages to act.

French and British 
self-interest – they looked after 
their own interests rather than 

the League’s.

In Abyssinia, British
and French forces could have
acted on behalf of the League,

but the British and French
governments refused. 

In Manchuria, the
League could not send
troops there as it was
impossible to reach.

See Chapter 3.

A

I

L

U

Re

F

Use this sheet to record your answers to the Focus Task on page 44.

In Abyssinia, they …

In Manchuria they … In Manchuria, this 
was a problem because …

In Abyssinia, 
the USA …

In Manchuria, …

In Abyssinia, …

In Manchuria, …

In Abyssinia, …
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